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Background

The Industrial Sponsors Group of the Division of Polymer Chemistry consists of the members
listed below. In the past each member contributed $1,000 per year to support polymer education
and other polymer development activities. Thanks to the substantial efforts of H.N. Cheng,

J. DiBattista, and K.O. Havelka the list was expanded to include small companies with less than
500 employees, which contribute $500. Cheng has also led the effort to provide each Sponsor
with a reference book of detailed information on the Industrial Sponsors Group. Through the
efforts of Lesia Linkous, in the POLY Division Office, an updated version of these books was
printed and distributed to the Members and to the Coordinating Committee.

Industrial Sponsors Coordinating Committee (ISCC): This committee, which consists of
members of the Industrial Sponsors Group (ISG) and the Division of Polymer Chemistry,
coordinates the activities of the Industrial Sponsors Group. The ISCC will meet in Atlanta, GA
at the Spring ACS Meeting on Monday, April 27th at 11 a.m. in the Omni at CNN Center,
Pecan Room.

A special committee (which includes H.N. Cheng and A. Salamone) has been formed in order to
update and expand the membership of the Industrial Sponsors during 2006. In the interim, the list
of sponsors who have contributed since 2004 is given below.

INDUSTRIAL SPONSORS
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc. INVISTA/Kosa, Inc.
Basell, Inc., R&D International Specialty Products
BASF Corporation Lubrizol Corporation
Bayer Corporation PPG Industries, Inc
Chevron Phillips Polymer Chemistry Innovations, Inc.
Eastman Chemical Company Proctor and Gamble Company
General Electric (GE) Raychem/Tyco Electronics
Honeywell, Inc. Rohm and Haas Company
ICIR&D Wyatt Technlogy Corporation

The Twenty-sixth Annual Meeting of the Industrial Sponsors Group (ISG) was held at the fall,
2005 Washington, D.C. ACS Meeting in conjunction with a meeting of the ISG Coordinating
Committee at which plans for expanding the ISG Membership and the ISG activities were
discussed. At the Atlanta ACS Meeting the ISG is continuing support of the next symposium on
“Excellence in Graduate Polymer Science Research”. This POLY symposium is also an ACS
Presidential Event, and is cosponsored by PROF and YCC.



Other major activities which are currently supported by the Industrial Sponsors Group, many in
cooperation with PMSE via POLYED, include workshops at schools to help to introduce
polymer education, the Undergraduate Summer Scholarship Program, the Curriculum
Development Award, tutorials, and free short courses on polymer science at national and regional
meetings. The competitive grants program initiated in 1991, “Improving the Public Perception of
Polymers”, has been completed; over $55,000 was administered through this program. In its
stead the ISG is funding a new program of graduate-student travel grants to present papers on
polymer science in POLY at national ACS meetings. This program is being administered through
a committee of the POLY Member-at -Large, and awards commenced with the spring 2005
meeting in San Diego. There were three Travel Grant Awardees for the fall, 2005 meeting in
Washington, D.C. The plan, at present, is to provide for up to four travel grants of $500 each.
Our hallmark award, the “Industrial Polymer Scientist Award”, is described below, as well as an
additional project.

INDUSTRIAL POLYMER SCIENTIST AWARD
JIMMY W. MAYS

This award was initiated in 1998 to recognize outstanding industrial innovation and creativity in
the application of Polymer Science, conducted by individual scientists and research teams. The
award consists of a plaque and an honorarium in the amount of $2,000. The award is usually
presented at the Industrial Sponsors program during the Fall National ACS Meeting. The
recipient is expected to present an address at a symposium organized in his/her honor. Travel
expenses to the symposium are paid in addition to the honorarium. Commencing with the award
for 2002, the award is being given every two years. Further details can be obtained from

Dr. Jimmy W. Mays, Chairman of the POLY Awards Committee (Tel. (865) 974-0747.

Because of the high quality of the candidates, this award was given to two awardees in 2004. The
recipients were: Dr. Bill W. Culbertson and Dr. Craig J. Hawker, each of whom was honored at
the Fall Meeting with a symposium and a joint reception in their honor. The symposia were very
well attended, as was the reception and the accompanying award ceremony.

Ongoing projects

Ongoing projects of the Industrial Sponsors Group include editing and distribution of the K-12
Polymer Educational Materials Kits developed by Dr. Melvin I. Kohan and the Science Alliance
in Delaware. This project was supported via an ISG $10,000 three-year grant for 1994 through
1996 as part of the “Improving the Public Perception of Polymers” program. The editing has now
been completed through the efforts of several of the Polymer Ambassadors of the Intersociety
Polymer Education Council (IPEC), and has been forwarded to Dr. Kohan.



